Heritage in the Digital Era. Marinos Ioannides, Addison Alonzo, Andreas Georgopoulos, Loukas Kalisperis, Andre Brown and Denis Pitzalis. Essex: Multi-Science Publishing, 2010. 
Heritage in the Digital Era contains the proceedings of the 14th International Conference on Virtual Systems and MultiMedia (VSMM) held in 2008 in Limassol, Cyprus. Five hundred international scholars and practitioners convened to discuss documenting, representing, and communicating digital heritage in multi-disciplinary ways. The authors write, “The main goal of the event was to illustrate the programs underway, whether organized by public bodies (e.g. UNESCO, European Union, National States, etc.) or by private foundations (e.g. Getty Foundation, World Heritage Foundation, etc.) in order to promote a common approach to the tasks of recording, documenting, protecting and managing World Cultural Heritage” (p. iii). The range of issues covered in the book’s 22 essays includes “initial data-capture, digitization, architectural computing, reconstruction, modelling, information data-processing, virtual reality applications, standardization efforts, data visualization of libraries and archiving” (p. iv). 
In “A Holistic Approach to Documentation of Cultural Heritage,” Fathi Saleh, Professor of Computer Engineering at Cairo University and Director of Center of Documentation of Cultural and Natural Heritage (CULTNAT), and Reem Bahgat, Deputy Director for IT and Documentation of Tangible Heritage, CULTNAT, discuss the Global Egyptian Museum website (globalegyptianmuseum.org), which includes artifacts from 15 museums around the world, offered in eight languages. Saleh and Bahgat write, “Due to developing an integrated multilingual Egyptological thesaurus, all artefacts can be searched…by their categories, materials, dating, the archaeological sites they originally [came] from, the museums they now belong to, or their inventory numbers,” as well as the gods, kings, and people associated with the objects (p. 15). The website is a marvel and easy to navigate even for amateur Egyptologists. 
In “Embodied Communities, Second Life and Cyber Archaeology,” Maurizio Forte, Professor, School of Social Sciences, Humanities and Arts, and Nicolo’ Dell’Unto, Post-doctoral Fellow, both from the University of California, Merced, discuss reconstructing archaeological sites within the 3D virtual community of Second Life. UCM Heritage Island houses a reconstruction of the ancient Roman villa of Livia, the wife of Emperor Augustus. Forte and Dell’Unto note, “In theory, the embodied communities [like UCM Heritage Island] should learn and transmit more knowledge and in a shorter time than the traditional ‘chatting’ communities. Unfortunately, transmitting knowledge does not mean transmitting cultural information: we have a very limited understanding of how the virtual spaces created by different software and environments differ in the impact on user interaction and cultural learning” (p. 193). Through their work, however, the authors continue to strive to comprehend how students and scholars relate to cultural heritage in the virtual world. 

The biggest disappointment in the book was a multitude of grammatical errors, which may have occurred because some of the contributors are non-native English speakers. However, proofreading should have prevented these mistakes. Additionally, short biographies of the contributors would have been helpful to place their expertise in context. 
Heritage in the Digital Era examines the current practices and future directions of technology in the research, preservation, management, interpretation, and representation of cultural heritage. Exploring a wide spectrum of issues related to digital heritage, the essays serve as resources for professionals, academics, and students in architecture, planning, archaeology, and related fields, as well as those who work in museums, libraries, and archives. Since the chapters cover case studies on diverse topics, the book is recommended only if the reader has a specific interest in one or more of the subjects covered in the essays. 
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